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HOW LONG? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, my fa-
ther, James LeRoy Butler, worked as a 
janitor. He had a fifth grade education, 
and now his youngest child is a Mem-
ber of the 115th Congress. My father 
worked hard, and his word was his 
bond. 

On January 15, 2017, President Trump 
promised insurance for everyone. He 
also promised Americans would have 
much lower deductibles. On January 22, 
2017, President Trump’s administration 
promised no one would lose healthcare 
coverage. But after only a glimpse of 
his plan, we now know these promises 
are not true, like so many other things 
that the White House has said. 

The people who need coverage the 
most, the people depending on the 
President the most, the middle class, 
working families, and the working poor 
will be left behind under this plan. In 
my district alone in Florida, over 66,400 
people stand to lose healthcare cov-
erage. 

To my Republican colleagues, I ask: 
How long will we endure empty prom-
ises and made-up stories coming out of 
the White House? How long? I call on 
the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
delivered in 1965, when he marched 
from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, 
and he asked this question: ‘‘How long? 
Not long, because no lie can live for-
ever.’’ 

How long? Mexico will pay for the 
wall. I will release my tax returns. Dis-
criminatory travel bans. Hidden ties 
with our enemy Russia. How long? Mr. 
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to please 
hold President Trump accountable and 
do what you know in your hearts is 
right. Demand answers and allow the 
facts to lead you to justice. How long? 

f 

THE AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 
REPLACEMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the Repub-
licans released a bill last night. That 
bill deals with every American’s wel-
fare—every American’s welfare—every 
child’s welfare in this country. None of 
them were able to testify before the 
committee, before the committee 
marks it up on Wednesday. None of 
them were able to come to that com-
mittee and say how it will affect them 
or their families or their fellow citi-
zens. None of them were able to testify 
as to the benefits of the Affordable 
Care Act for them, their families, their 
children, and their neighbors. None of 
them will have been able to read and 
digest the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, last night, after locking 
it away in a basement for days, and 
just as reporters were leaving to go 
home, Republicans released the text of 
their legislation to repeal the Afford-

able Care Act. The country has been 
waiting for 7 years for the Republican 
replacement, for the Republican alter-
native, for the Republicans to redeem 
their promise of a better plan, a better 
way to ensure the security of having 
health care that is affordable and 
available to each American and to 
their families and their children. 

Republicans have been promising, 
since the enactment of the Affordable 
Care Act in 2010, that they would re-
peal it entirely and enact something 
better. They don’t repeal it entirely, 
and they don’t offer something better, 
something that covers more Americans 
and lowers costs to consumers. For 7 
years, they have said we have a better 
plan. Last night, they revealed the in-
accuracy of that representation; the 
bait-and-switch, if you will, of that 
representation; the pretense to their 
conservatives who have voted some 65 
times to repeal the Affordable Care Act 
that they were not going to offer a bill 
that did that, notwithstanding the fact 
that they said that is what they are 
going to do. 

The legislation they introduced 
would repeal, of course, some parts of 
the Affordable Care Act and replace 
them with policies that will take 
health coverage away, take health care 
away from millions of Americans and 
make millions of others pay more for 
less. 

President Trump, just the other day 
from that rostrum, promised the Amer-
ican people that the Republican plan 
would ‘‘have insurance for everybody.’’ 
That was not true. Neither the House 
Republicans nor the Senate Repub-
licans nor President Trump have of-
fered such a plan, and the plan that 
was revealed last night does not fulfill 
that representation. 

Mr. Speaker, it should not surprise 
us, however, that our President says 
things that prove to be not accurate. 
He also said from that rostrum that 
the policies would be far less expensive 
and far better than they are now. This 
bill does not do that, and the President 
has offered no bill that does that. 

This plan fails that representation 
miserably. It increases healthcare 
costs for middle class families in order 
to pay for tax breaks for the wealthi-
est, who don’t need them to afford 
health care. We should not penalize 
people for becoming wealthy. We ap-
plaud their success. But we should not 
subsidize health care for those of us 
who can afford our health care while 
those who cannot are left to fend for 
themselves. In other words, the Repub-
licans are once again saying you are on 
your own. 

Their bill also raids the Medicare 
trust fund, threatening its long-term 
solvency. In fact, the affordable care 
added to the life expectancy of Medi-
care. The bill that the Republicans 
have put forward imposes severe cuts 
to Medicaid as well. It forces States 
and healthcare providers to carry the 
burden of the uninsured while taking 
away funding for expanded Medicaid. 

Their bill requires States to ration 
care by throwing those with pre-
existing conditions into ‘‘sick pools,’’ 
with higher premiums, higher 
deductibles, and waiting periods for 
coverage. And what services would be 
available under Medicaid? 

Their plan replaces the individual re-
sponsibility requirement which, by the 
way, Mr. Speaker, as you may well 
know, was the proposal of The Heritage 
Foundation. The Heritage Action for 
America, which is the political arm of 
the foundation, opposes the Republican 
bill. Not for the same reason I do, but 
because they believe it continues much 
of what ACA tried to do in protecting 
Americans in a plan that was initially 
proposed by The Heritage Foundation 
and adopted by Governor Romney in 
Massachusetts. 

Unbelievably, Mr. Speaker, Repub-
licans won’t even tell the American 
people how much this legislation will 
cost and what its impact will be on 
consumers’ wallets and on our insur-
ance markets. How do you do that? 
You have hearings, you listen to peo-
ple, you listen to their experiences 
now, you listen to what their needs are, 
and you listen to those who have the 
greatest experience on their view of 
what the impact of this legislation will 
be. There have been no such hearings 
and none are planned. 

Republicans know that millions of 
Americans will lose coverage under 
their legislation: those covered under 
Medicaid, the health insurance ex-
changes, and even those with em-
ployer-based insurance. That is why, 
Mr. Speaker, in my opinion, they are 
rushing to see this bill put in force be-
fore it is illuminated by the light of 
day and before the American people 
find out how they will be impacted. 

Thankfully, Mr. Speaker, it will be 
difficult for House Republicans to 
enact their bill into law, not only be-
cause of the extreme opposition to 
those proposals by the American peo-
ple, as we have seen in townhall meet-
ing after townhall meeting after town-
hall meeting across this country, but 
also because the House and Senate Re-
publicans are already rejecting it. It is 
not certain that House Republicans can 
even reach a majority in this House on 
their legislation. 

The head of the Republican Study 
Committee, the largest group of Repub-
licans, has said this bill is not accept-
able. The gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. MEADOWS), the head of the 
Freedom Caucus, has said this bill does 
not repeal the Affordable Care Act, 
which is his objective and the objective 
of the Freedom Caucus. Senator CRUZ 
has said that as well. Senator PAUL has 
said that as well. Senator LEE has said 
that as well. 

One thing is clear, however, Mr. 
Speaker, House Republicans are going 
to have to find the votes on their own 
to dismantle the protections incor-
porated in the Affordable Care Act that 
the American people now have. 

Is the Affordable Care Act perfect? It 
is not. Should we have spent the last 6 
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years trying to make it work as well as 
it possibly can? Yes, we should have. 
Were we able to do that? No. The only 
alternative the Republican Party of-
fered to the American people and to 
this House was to repeal. Not to re-
place, not to repair, not to fix, not to 
make sure it was more affordable and 
more available to the American people 
so that we would be a healthier and 
stronger nation. Their only option was 
to repeal. 

b 1245 
Mr. Speaker, I urge Republican lead-

ers to withdraw this bill. Let us work 
together to ensure what almost every 
Member says they want, and that is a 
healthcare program in America that is 
affordable by all, available to all, and 
enjoyed by all. That is what President 
Trump said at that rostrum just days 
ago. 

This bill that the Republicans are 
going to mark up on Wednesday does 
not do what they say or what President 
Trump said. The American people will 
oppose it, and we will reflect their op-
position in this House. But we are 
available to our Republican colleagues 
in good faith to work together to en-
sure that what the President said— 
available to all, at a lower price, with 
everybody having access—we will sup-
port that bill, if it exists, and we will 
work with our Republican colleagues 
to pass it and give that protection and 
security to the American people. 

Mr. Speaker, I note that there have 
not been many Republicans to speak 
this morning. I understand that one 
Republican spoke about this bill. I am 
amazed if they think this is a better 
way. I am amazed if they think this 
will do a better job than the Affordable 
Care Act. I am amazed if they think 
they are going to bring costs down and 
care up, and that we don’t have a lot of 
Republicans, Mr. Speaker, coming to 
this floor and claiming victory. They 
are not here because they can’t claim 
that victory. 

Let’s reject this bill, Mr. Speaker. 
Let’s work together. We can do better. 
The American people expect us to do 
better. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 48 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 
Reverend Gary Studniewski, St. 

Peter’s Catholic Church, Washington, 
D.C., offered the following prayer: 

O God, You, who have looked upon 
this grand American experiment with 
such favor from its beginning and who 
have preserved it by Your providence, 
graciously hear our prayers for our Na-
tion, that it may be a bastion of lib-
erty, of justice, of true freedom. 

Bless this governing assembly with 
the spirit of Your wisdom, that its 
Members may decide everything for 
the well-being and peace of all. May 
these servants never turn aside from 
just and noble purposes, as You give 
them the light to discern these pur-
poses. 

Dear Lord, grant each House Mem-
ber, their families, and their staffs 
strength, comfort, and always the 
peace of the kingdom where You reign 
today and forever. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. SOTO) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. SOTO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

HONORING MADILYN GAWRYCH- 
TURNER 

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a bright young con-
stituent from my district in southern 
Illinois on winning a scholarship in the 
VFW Patriot’s Pen essay competition. 

Enacted in 1995, the Patriot’s Pen 
program is designed to foster patriot-
ism by allowing students the oppor-
tunity to express their opinion on pa-
triotic themes. This year’s theme was 
‘‘The America I Believe In.’’ 

Madilyn Gawrych-Turner of 
Jonesboro Elementary School in 
Jonesboro, Illinois, was sponsored by 
the VFW post in Anna, Illinois. I would 
like to congratulate Madilyn, and I 
know she will have a very bright fu-
ture. 

Also, Madam Speaker, I would like to 
take just a second, if I may, to wish my 
wife a happy anniversary for the 37 
years that we have been together. 

f 

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT REPEAL 

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, last 
night our Republican colleagues finally 
revealed their secret healthcare bill, 
and it is clear that TrumpCare doesn’t 
care. Here are the top five reasons why: 

Number one, TrumpCare cuts Med-
icaid. It creates block grants to States 
that will lead to less care, including 
forcing seniors out of nursing homes 
and reducing health care for the poor. 

Number two, TrumpCare eliminates 
healthcare subsidies. In its place, it 
creates substandard tax cuts that will 
ensure millions of Americans can no 
longer afford health insurance. 

Number three, TrumpCare favors the 
rich. It provides a tax giveaway for the 
rich, while leaving the middle class 
with less access to care. 

Number four, TrumpCare hurts our 
hospitals. It kicks people off of insur-
ance, guaranteeing hospitals, employer 
plans, and taxpayers will ultimately 
foot the bill. 

Number five, TrumpCare defunds 
Planned Parenthood. This will leave 
millions of women without health care. 

In summary, TrumpCare doesn’t 
care, and it won’t work. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
SOUTH CAROLINA WOMEN’S BAS-
KETBALL TEAM 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, Sunday afternoon, the 
University of South Carolina’s wom-
en’s basketball team clenched their 
third consecutive Southeastern Con-
ference championship. 

The Gamecocks beat Mississippi 
State 59–49 in the SEC’s women’s bas-
ketball tournament title game in 
Greenville, South Carolina. 

Juniors Kaela Davis of Suwanee, 
Georgia, and A’ja Wilson of Irmo, 
South Carolina, an extraordinary con-
stituent, led the team with an impres-
sive 38 combined points. This all-star 
team will likely hold the number one 
seed in the NCAA tournament that will 
begin on March 17. 

Head coach Dawn Staley joined the 
University of South Carolina in 2008, 
building a team based on teamwork 
and determination. In the eight sea-
sons that Coach Staley has been with 
the program, the South Carolina Wom-
en’s Basketball Team has also seen 
three SEC regular season champion-
ships, three Sweet 16 seasons, and the 
program’s first number one national 
ranking, with an average home attend-
ance of over 14,000 Gamecock fans. 

As March marks Women’s History 
Month, it is especially fitting to con-
gratulate Coach Dawn Staley and the 
historic Gamecock women’s basketball 
team. 

Best wishes for continued success in 
the NCAA playoffs. Go Gamecocks. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 
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